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Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to distributed processing in 
computer systems. More particularly, the invention relates to systems and methods for 
increasing the performance of computer systems by distributing the data processing load 
among multiple processors in a clustered environment. 

Description of the Related Technology 

[0003] Database systems have become a central and critical element of business 
infrastructure with the development and widespread use of computer systems and electronic 
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